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THE 
SUPPLEMENT 


THE GOSPEL IN THE ARMY. 


To gratify the general desire for infor- 
mation of the progress of religion in the 
army, and give direction to the thank- 
offerings of the churches, we publish to- 
day an extra Supplement, giving full 
details of the work of the Christian Com- 
mission—the only national organization 
which proposes as its object the salva- 


_ tion of the bodies and souls of our sol- 


diers and sailors. 

The President’s Proclamation, calling 
us to thanksgiving for the mercies of the 
year, suggests the selection of thank- 
offerings appropriate to the nature and 
importance of the occasion. The peace, 


‘security, and prosperity for which we 


give thanks, are so manifestly owing to 
God’s heroic grace bestowed on our 
brave defenders, that every Christian 
patriot instinctively turns towards them 
with his thank-offerings. No Christian 
doubts the imperative necessity of con- 
veying to them not only relief for their 
bodily sufferings, but consolation also 
for the sorrows of the soul. For man 
doth not live by bread only. We must 
not merely relieve their sufferings, but 
lead them to improve them as the moni- 
tions of our Heavenly Father's iove lead- 
ing them to repentance and salvation. 
Any thing short of this will fail to satisfy 
our desires or God’s desigus in our great 
national conflict. And we should, if pos- 
sible, follow the footsteps of our great 
Master, whose miracles of mercy pre- 
pared the hearts of men for his words of 
love. 

The United States Christian Commis- 
sion fully satieSes the demands of the 
Church as the ageacy for conveying both 
bodily relief and spiritual bicssings to 
our soldiers and sailors. 

1. It possesses the full confidence of 
the Government, and every allowable 
privilege of access and transportatiun to 
our armies and navies. 

2. Its delegates, with wagons, steam- 
tugs, tents, cooking-wagon, stores, books, 
the Scriptures, and religious papers, are 
established in each of our armies; and 
its work is in successful progress, from 
Fortress Mouroe to Fort Vancouver. 

3. In our Western field and post hos- 
pitals, the dict kitchens, under the care 
of the ladies. of the Commission, prepare 
delicate food for invalids unable to live 
on the ordiuary fare cooked by the sol- 
dier nurses, and are being extended to 
our Eastern armies, by the request of 
many surgeons, and the Special Order, 
No. 362, of the War Department, ap- 
pended below. Ina that at Chattanvoga, 
236,408 dishes were cooked in the month 
of September. 

4. Our famished exchanged prisoners 
from Kfchmond and Savannah are ten- 
derly received by its delegates—washed, 
clothed, comiorted, and nursed. They 
counsel and pray with the sick and 
dving; advise their friends by telegraph 
or letter, and carefully transmit their 
relics to the mourners at home. 

5. In the trenches before Richmond, 
with the ambuiauce and wagon trains 
of wounded in the valley of the Shenan- 
doah, and even on the battle-field, the 
delegates are now cheering the weary 
sufierers, giving them cordials, warm 
tea, chicken soup, and biscuit; and thus, 
as our surgeuns testify, saving thousands 
of lives of our brave soldiers, and often 
those.of our wounded enemies. The 
cooking-wagon has furnished hot coffee to 
the battle-wora men of a whole division, 
under a shower of bullets. After the 
battles of Mine Run, Gettysburg, the 
Wilderness, and Spottsylvania, large 
numbers of our wounded were abso- 
lutely dependcut on the Christian Com- 
mission for every mouthful of food and 
drink, aud for whatever dressing their 
wounds received, for several days. 

6. In the existing deficiency of chap- 
lains,a large proportion of the regiments 
in the ficld, and almost all our field hos- 
pitals, are dependent on the Commission 
for the ordinances of religion. The chap- 
lains look to it for chapel-tents, Testa- 
ments, Llymu-books, tracts, and papers, 
to make their services effective. Libra- 
ries for gun-boats and hospitals are now 
in preparation. Of the standard reli- 
gious newspapers, over 400,000 are dis- 
tributed mouthly; and of Testaments, 
1,000,000 have been distributed; Psalm 
and Hymn Books, 1,000,000; besides 
millions of pages of tracts, and sheets of 
paper, envelopes, and postage stamps. 

The number of delegates who have 
volunteered their gratuitous services for 
these ministrations is over 3000. This 
number will be greatly increased during 
the coming winter. A majority of them 
are ministers of the gospel; many of 
them surgeons, phy=icians, and lawyers, 
whose professiona: services would have 
brought them thousands of dollars; and 
merchants, leaving important business, 
to nurse our noble soldiers, without fee 
or reward. Most of the work of the 
Commission is performed gratuitously 
by the railroad and telegraph companies, 
so that ninety-five cents of every dollar 
expended by the Christian Commission, 
goes into the soldiers’ hands. 

The donations of the Christian Com- 
mission go directly to the men them- 


selves, the delegates generally giving 


them with their own hands, thus not 
only ascertaining that the cordials go 


down the right throats, but preparing a“ 


favourable reception for the words of 
comfort and counsel by which they al- 
ways accompany them. This Commis- 


vate soldier suffering in defence of our 
common country, being always esteemed 
by its delegates as worthy, and general- 
ly more needy than the officer; who, 
however, is never neglected. 

Daily religious services are maintain- 
ed by its delegates at every station, and 
the ministerial delegates of all the evan- 
gelical churches preach frequently dur- 
ing the week, as well as on the Sabbath: 
thus displaying the unity of all who love 
our Lord Jesus, and holding up Christ 
for the salvation of our sons and bro- 
thers, who may so soon be called to his 
judgment-bar. 

The usual baneful influences of war 
upon the morals of the soldiers have, by 
these means, been greatly mitigated, and 
the: prevalence f profanity, gambling, 
and debauchery, in many - regiments, 
greatly abated; while the effusion’ of 
God's converting grace has caused some 
to shine as lighis amidst the darkness. 
Where sin has abounded, as it always 
did in armies, God’s grace has much 
more abounded. Natious have often 
given thanks for victories on the battle- 
fields, but powerful revivals in an army 
are unprecedented causes for thanks- 
giving; assurances that the Lord is with 
us, and encouragments to look for a 
work of converting grace in all our regi- 
ments, similarto that narrated by Chap- 
lain i’. B. Rose, in the 14th New Jer- 
sey volunteers; in which out of a regi- 
ment of six hundred men, two hundred 
end fifty men were converted, not one 
of whom-swerved from his _profes- 
sion. The blessed revivals of last win- 
ter at Camp Convalescent, Warrenton, 
Brandy Station, Knoxville, Chattanoo- 
ga, Look-out Mountain, Dalton, and 
those now in progress at Camp Distri- 
bution, and City Point, are in no re- 
spect inferior to those of 1858. Could 
all our armies be brought under such 
blessed influences, all our cities and vil- 
lages would speedily catch the heavenly 
influence. We cannot, alas, say that 
all, or even a majority of our doldiers, 
have become religious men; but we can 
afiirm, that at every station where tract 
distribution, prayer-meetings, and the 
preaching of the gospel have been regu- 
larly carried op, general morality has 
been promoted, and numerous conver- 
sions have been granted. God has given 
the harvest wherever the Church has 
sown the seed. 

The cost of all these expenditures for 
the past. month is, $127,424 from the 
Central office, that of the branches added 
increases it to over $180,000; or six 
thousand dollars per duy. But we have 
not yet reached all our soldiers, nor doue 
forany of them all we are in duty boun:d 
todo. The field and post-hospitals must 
be supplied with large print testaments, 
and hundreds of thousands of pocket 
scriptures and hymu-books muat be fur- 
nished to the new levies, end to the 
brave men who have lost their copies 
in marches and battles. The friends of 
the Bible should see that the American 
Bible Society is supplied with funds for 
this large demand. Then tbe soldiers 
ask eagerly for the regular religious 
newspapers; and the Commission is 
making arrangements to treble their 
present army circulation. But a copy 
of a paper weekly to cach man in the 
pay of the United States—and surely to 
men who seldom have any other read- 
ing whatever, this is little enough—will 
demand one million of dollars per an- 
num. Chapel tents, so greatly blessed 
as the scenes of the revivals last winter, 
must be provided, and should be in cach 
brigade. They will cost $600 cach. 

The impending conflicts at Richmond, 
Charleston, and Mobile, will make sud- 
den and extensive demands for battle- 
field stores. As we write, extensive 
shipments are going forward for the re- 
lief of the heroes who have cleared the 
enemy out of the valley of the Shenan- 
doah, under Sheridan, and for the naked 
and famished exchanged prisoners at 
Savannah. Unexpected contiagencies 
are continually arising. 

To meet the expenses of the winter's 
work, the Commission needs not less than 
One of Dollars. 

The amount is trifling, compared wilh 
the outlay of the nation in this war; be- 
ing less than a single day’s erpenditure. 
The Church is amply able to give it. 
Let every gospel hearer only contribute 
the amount of his taxes. The plan pro- 
posed, of a liberal thanksgiving collec- 
tion in every congregation in the land, 
will raise thal sum, even although the 
amount from many congregations should 
be small. Last year, though only a few 
days’ notice could be given, $90,000 were 
contributed. 

Christian ministers and people this 
work is yours. ‘These soldiers are your 
brothers and your sons, fighting for your 
country and your God. It is high time 
for you wake up to an earnestness like 
theirs, who are giving their blood, their 
lives, for you. Soon they may be in the 
deadly strife, and smitten suddenly down 
on the battle-field. O! let not your tears 
for them be embittered by the gall of 
regret, that you neglected an carnest 
effort for their soul’s salvation. Next 
month may be too late. God is honour- 
ing our army by the presence of his 
Spirit as never was.an army bhoaoured 
before. Let not customary trivial con- 
tributions throw their slight upon such a 
Pentecost. The universal revival of 
our army would be the universal revival 
of all the churches, and villages, and 


sion is no respecter of persons; the pri- | cities of our land, to which our con- 


verted soldiers would carry the holy fire. 
Rise then, we beseech you, to the mag- 
nitude of this great occasion, by a sup- 
ply of means to work while the war 
lasts. Make a thank-offering worthy of 
your gracious God, your loving Saviour, 
your great country, and her brave de- 
fenders. 

We know you will; for we have faith 
in the outpouring of the Spirit of God 
upon the Church of Christ, no less than 
on her soldiers. The $900,000, which 
you have contributed since the first of 
January, are a pledge of still larger 
donations, 

Please read this Circular to your con- 
gregation on the Sabbath before Tbhanks- 
giving day; and on that day give your 
people am opportunity of subscribing, 
each according to his ability, even al- 
though you may have recently taken up a 
contribution for the Commission. Unite 
in this blessed communion of saints, 
with your brethren in all parts of the 
land, who will on Thanksgiving-day 
unite in this thank-offering for Christ 
and our country. 


GOVERNMENT APPROVAL. 


From President Lincoln. 


Executive Maxsioy, 
Wasuixcrox, Dec. 12, 1861. 
My Dear Sin—Your letter of the 11th inst., 
and accompanying plan, both of which are 
returned as a convenient mode of connecting 
this with them, have just been reccived. 
Your Christian and bencrolent undertaking 
for the benefit of the suldicrs, is too obviously 
proper and praiseworthy to admit any difer- 
ence of opinion, I sincerely hope your plan 
= be as successful in execution as it is just 
and generous in conception. 
Your obedient servant, 
A. Lixcoty. 
Geo. H. Sreanr, Esq. 
Chairman U.S. Christian Commission, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


From the Secretary of War. 


Letter from Mon. BE. M. Stanton to Rev. Dr. Dyer, N. Y. 
Branch U. 8. C.C. 
Ware Derartaeyt, 
Wasuixcrox, D. C., April 16, 1864. 

Dear Si@—Amoug the benevolent associa- 
tions organized by patriotic and charitable 
men, during the preseat war, none have sur- 
assed, and few, if any, have equalled the 
“hristian Commission in zeal, energy, and 
disinterested devotion to the humane objects 
of their inetitution, Their efficient labours in 
the field, im the hospital, and in the camp, 
have beem felt by soldiers and officers, and 
have frequentiy been bruuzht to the notice of 
this Department. It is not only a pleasure, 
but I regard it as an ofic:.! duty, to commend 
the Christian Commission public confi lence 
aul AS an institution whose labours 
cannot fail te contribute. greatly to the welfare 
of our armies. 

Yours, truly, | 
Kowtx M. Sranxrox, 
Seerctary ef War. 


From the Assistant Secretary of War. 
War Dervanrvesr, 
Wasarxcros City, Oct. 27, 1864. 
Dean have read with great interest 
the report of the doings of the Christian Com- 
mission daring the year 1865, which you have 


so kindly sentme. Some of the facts which 
it narrates had my-e!f witnesred, but the 
comprehensive view of your noble enter- 


prise, whieh the Report presents is deeply 
interesting. God ble«s the Christian Com- 
mission, atl may its eforts be as successful 
as they are almiralle. 
Yours, faithfully, 
A. Dawa. 
Geonce HL. Srvanr, Esq. 


Special Order of General Grant. 
Mittrany Diverttos « 
THY Misstssirri, Ix tan Fieco, 
TANOUGA, Tenn, Dec. 12, 1805. 
Special Orders, No. 32, Ec. 

All officers holding commands in the miii- 
tary division of the Mississippi, are hereby 
required to extend -every facility, not incon- 
sistent with the public service, to all delegate~ 
of the United States Christian Commission, 
and aid them by every legitimate means in 
their power to the accomplishment of the be 
nevolent and charitable purposes of the Com 
mission, 

Permission will at all times be granted by 
the proper military authorities to such dele: 
gates to pass to all parts within the lincs, 
without hinderance or molestation. 

The Commissary department will at all 
times sell to such delegates, upon certificates 
similar to those given by officers, such stores 
as they may need for their own use. 

Military telegraph lines will transmit for 
such delegates all messages relating to the 
business of the Commission. : 

The Quartermaster’s Department will, upon 
application, furnish such delegates and their 


stores free transportation upon all government | ¢ 
fare. 


steamers and military railroads to and from 
such points within the military division, a» 
their duties may require them to visit. 
By order of Major General U. S. Granr. 
Geo. K. Leer, 
Assistant Adjutant General. 
Rev. E, P. Surrn, Genera! Meld Agent, 
U. 8. Christian Com. 


From Rear Admiral Foote, Chief of the Burea:. 
of Equipment and Recruiting. 


Bereav or Equirment Recrvitisc, 
Washington, February 18, 1863. 

Avuirat:—This Bureau has been charg: 
with the duty of attending to the requisition- 
of the Christian Commission of the army an 
navy, 80 far as the navy is concerned. It i 
the wish of the department to have forward 
moral and religious works, with hospital de. 
cacies, ete., to the different squadrons, in vess: 
bound to these squadrons. 

You will please, therefore, have the benefic« 
object of the Christian Commission in view, ::: 
affurd it every possible reasonable accommo: 
tion consistent with the public interest, a 
forward such articles as it wishes for the te: 
poral and spiritual welfare of those engaged i: 
the naval service. 

Please refer to the Bureau applications fir 
passage, which must be made and indorsed by 
some one in connection with the association. 

The oftcers of the society are geatlemen o! 
the highest standing in New York. 

Respectfully, etc., 
A. Il. Foore, Chief of Bureau. 
ear Admiral Pavcpixe, 
Commandant Navy Yard, New York. 


COMMUNICATIONS AND CONTRIBUTIONS 


— 


For the UNITED STATES CURISTIAN COMMISSION, 
may be seat to any of the following places, as may be 
most coa venient, reassed to the persoas designated. 


PHILADELPHIA.—Letters to Rev. W. E. Board- 
man, Rev. Lemuel Moss, or Rev. Bernice D. 
Ames, 11 Bank street; money to Joseph Pat- 
terson, at the Western Bank; steres to George 
H. Stuart, 11 Bank street. 

NEW YORK.—Letters and supplies to Nathan 
Bishop, 30 Bible House; money to James M. 
Brown, 59 Wall street. 

BOSTON.—Letters to Charles Demond, 4 Court 
strect; money to Joseph Storey, 112 Tremont 
street; stores to L. P. Roland, Tremont Temple. 

PITTSBURGH.— Letters t© Robert C. Totten; 
money to Joseph Albree, 71 Wood street; stores 
to W. P. Weyman, 79 Smithfield street. 

CINCINNATI.—Letters to Rev. J. F. Marlay; 
money and supplies to A. E. Chamberlain, 
Rooms of the Christian Commission, 51 Vine 
street. 

IN DIANAPOLIS.—Letters to C. N. Tedd; money 
to James M. Ray; supplies to G. W. Clippin- 


ger. 

CHICAGO.—Letters to B. F. Jacobs, P. O. Box 
5801; money to John V. Farwell; supplies to 
Rooms Young Men's Christian Association, Me- 
thodist Church Block. 

MILWAUKIE.—Letters to D. W. Perkins; money 
to John A. Dutcher; stores to Walter 8. Carter, 
care Dutcher, Ball & Gvodrich, 103 cast Water 
sreet. 

8ST. LOUI8.—Letters to J. H. Parsons, Rooms of 
the United States Christian Commission; moncy 
to Edward Ticknor; supplies to Isaac 8. Smyth, 
Christian Commission Office, under Lindell 
Hotel. 

DETROIT.—Communications and money to C. F. 
Clarke; and supplies to E. C. Walker. 

BALTIMORE.—Letters to the Rev. J. McJilton; 
money to Rev. G. P. Hays; stores to G. 8. Grif- 
fith, $9 and 91 West Baltimore street. 

BUFFALO, N. ¥.—Communications to Rev. 5. 
Hunt; money to F. Gridley; supplies to John 
D. Till, 

TROY, N. ¥.—Letters aud money to F. P. Allen; 

supplies to J. H. Willard. 

HARRISBURG, Pa.—Communications, money, 
and supplies to Rev. T. II. Robinson. 

ROCHESTER, N. Y¥.—Comimunications, money, 
and supplies to Oliver D. Grosvenor. 

WASHINGTON, D. C.—Communications, money, 
and supplics to William Ballautyne,493 Seveuth 
street, or Rev. J. J. Abbott. 500 H strect. 

LOUISVILLE, Ky.—Comiaunications, money, 
and supplies to J. Edward Hardy, care of J. WU. 
Dudge & Co., 325 Muin street. 

PEORIA, Itt..—Money to Theo. Higbee; commu- 
nications end supplies to William Reynolds. 
FREDERICK. Mo.—Communications, moncy,anl 

supplies te Gideon Bants, 

HAGERSTOWN, Mpo.—Communications, money, 
an supplies Nev. Mr. Lvana. 

PORTLAND, Me.—Communications and supplies 
to Thomas R. Hiryes; money to C. Sturtdivant. 

BANGOR, Mr.—Communications, money, aud 
supplies to T. G. Stickney. 

PROVIDENCE, R.L. —Money to John W. Vernon: 
comtaunications and supplies to Deacon W. J. 
King. 

BROVKLYSN, XN. Y.—Communications to Rev. J. 
B. Waterbury, D. supplics to W. S. Griffith; 
money to Sarnue! B. Caldwell. 

ALBANY, N. ¥.—Supplies to Thomas W. Olcott; 
letters to Levi Vedrick; money to William 
rv. 

LAMBERTVILLE, N.J.—Supplies and money to 
J. A. Anderson; letters to C. Pierson. 

WITEELING, W. V.—Communications, money, 
and supplies te R. Crangle. 

CLEVELAND, 0.—Letters to Rev. L. F. Mellen; 
te S. Mather; supplies to Stillman 
Wirt. 

ST. PAUL. Mixs.—Letters to H. M. Knox; money 
to D. D. Merrill; supplies to D. W. Ingereoll. 

SAN FRANCISCO, Cat.—Letters.to Rev. E. Tho- 


mus, Til Miesion street; monev to P. Suteer. 
(Sather & Cox) supplies J. Lb. Relerts, 229 
(a! ri et. 

SACKRAM Can—I ters to the Rev. J. 5. 
Meb honey to D Me: 
plies to Rev. N. BR. Peek. 


PUNRTLAND, Unsreux.—L al Ne 


The Christian Comiission in 
ddashington. 


‘Carleton’ thus graphically describes 
the work and location of the Commission in 
the Capital. 
Chraal and Vork. 

“Come up to our rooms and see us,”’ was 
the kind invitation of Rev. Mr. Thurston. 
of Newbury, in charge of the Christian 
Commission Rooms at Washincten. I[ ae- 
cented the invitation, and reached the small 
one story brick house at the aorner of I and 
Ninth streets. A wavon stood before the 
door. i peeped in “nd Saw sotie cans of 
prepared inilk, botties of jellies, oranges, 
lemons, Ss, wines, cordials, shirts, 
drawers, slippers, newspapers, magazines, 
and hymn Looks. Entering the rooms of 
the Commission, | found twenty or thirty 
men. They had on woollen shirts, old 
clothes, and straw hats, Some were lifting 
boxes; one was diving to the bottom of a 
barrel, fishing for a bundle of tracts. Some 
were unpacking bottles from casks, and 
were covered with hay and straw. They 
did not look like ministers. I did not see a 
white neck-tie or a nice black broadcloth 
coat, or kid gloves. They were more like a 
party of stevedores and waiters than men 
from the pulpit. 


lations. 


it was the dinner hour, and [ went down 
with the delegates into the cellar, through 
« bulkhead. The Commission does not 
dwell in eciled houses. Its rooms are not 
capacious or, gorgeous. There was a joint 
of mutton, soft bread, apple-sauce, potatoes, 
tomatoes, farina, tea, coffee, and water—no 
wines for dinner; plain, simp!e, wholesome 
There was no ceremony, no sitting 
after dinner, for there was no time to spare. 
Each man was up from the table and at his 
work, unpacking boxes just arrived—eelect- 
ing parcels necded for afternoon use, and 
then away to the hospfals. They had been 
their morning rounds, and were off for the 
afternoon. In that unostentatious manner, 
in four small rooms, the Commission car- 
ries on its operations at a very small ex- 
pense, and on a rigid system of economy— 
not niggardly, but measuring means with 
ends. The delegates sleep ina large chapel 
tent on Tenth street. Tlie Commission has 
taken firm hold upon the hearts of the peo- 
le. It is seen that the ministrations reach 
he soldier. Its supplies go where they are 
‘eded. The Surgeon-General has entered 
artily into its work. General Grant, 
sneral Meade, General Patrick, (the Pro- 
st Marshal of the Army,) General Burn- 
de, General Hancock, General Butler, and 
her commanders, have given their testi- 
ony in its favour. General Rarnside called 
the field agent is Mr. 
Shearer, and thanked him pefonally for 
what the Commission had done for his 
men—not only in the hospitals, Lut in the 
field and in the trenches. 
Buildings. 
The work has arrived at such a magni- 
tude that the Commisgfon has been forced to 
enlarge ite quarters; Qut instead of leasing 


blocks of fine buildings, it ie erecting a 
large wooden building on Tenth street. It 
is built economically. It is spacious and 
airy, more than one hundred feet long, two 
stories high, and will contain room for 
stores, bath-room, cook-room, dining and 
sleeping. The entire cost of the butiding 
will be twenty-seven hundred dollars—not 
more than a year’s rent for such a room as 
would be needed to accommodate the in- 
creasing operations. 


Delegates’ Work. 


I was present at the tent on Sunday even- 
ing last when the delegates came in and 
narrated their experiences of the day. 
From my note-book I transcribe a brief re- 
port. here were about fifty delegates 

resent. The narratives were condensed. 

heir work is washing and dressing wounds, 
aiding the sick and weunded in every pos- 
sible way, distributing reading matter, 
writing letters for those unable to write, 
conversation upon religious topics and re- 
ligious exercises, all with the permission of 
the Surgeons in charge. No delegate is 
allowed to give jellies and wines as food, or 
to hold meetings in any ward, unless permis- 
sion is first obtained from the Surgeons. 
It is arule of the Commission, and not of 
the medical department. The priociple is 
to do anything possible for the good of the 
men, and nothing for their hurt. 


One-third Christians. 


The Carver Hospital delegate reported 
that he found full one third of the men in 
his wards professing Christians. They 
were glad to seehim. Very glad to get re- 
lizious reading. A few days before he gave 
an old man the little book entitled the 
“Blood of Jesus ;” saw him to-day. The 
old man grectcd him with a smile. “T 
have fuund Jesus, and oh, ke is so precious!” 
said the old soldier. 


Can't Keep Track of Sunday. 


Another delegate from the same hospital: 
I found amoug the patients a minister who 
enlisted as a private. Ile has been in the 
hospital sixteen months, and has maintained 
his Christian character through all the 
trials of camp and hospital life. I found 
ssme convalescents playing cards. “ My 
boys, you don’t play cards on Sunday, do 
you?” 

“Tt isn’t Sunday, is it? Why hang it 
all, Chaplain, we can’t keep track of the 
days in the army.” 

i talked to them of home, and of their 
mothers. The tears rolled down their 
cheeks. They put up their cards, and read 
the papers I gave them. 


Wants to be a Christian. 


The Emory Hospital delegate, said: I 
never saw men so ready to receive religious 
instruction, or whowere so easily impressed 
with thei. truths. | am satisfied that this 
is a golden opportunity to the Christian 
Church. Ifvund a young man to-day, who 
said: “IT want you, Chaplain, to tell me just 


whet Lheve to do to be a Christian. Iwill 
do just what you say. I want to bea 
Christian.”” It wasasinecere desire. I find 


that the Catholics are just as eager to have 
religious instruction as others. 

Another delegate of the same hospital, 
said: I found Sergeant —, of Massachu- 
sctts, very low, but he met me with a smile: 
“Tt is all right. T am happy, and I dic con- 
tent. Tell my friends so.” 

Another delegate said: I have been over 
the river to sec some detached regiments— 
men who are not in hospital. I asked one 
noble looking soldier if he loved Jesus. 

“No, I don’t.” 

“ Are you married?” 

“No; but I havea sister. She isn’ta 
Christian, but she wrote to me that she 
wanted me to become one, and | wrote to 
her that I wanted her to be one; and I 
guess, Chap'ain, that everybody who be- 
lieves the Bible, feels justso. If they ain’t 
good themselves, they want their friends to 
be.” 

I found another soldier writing a letter 
on a little bit of paper. I gave hima full 
sheet and an envelope. 

“ Are you a Cliristian Commission man?’ 

“ Yes.” 

“ You are a d—d good set of fellows.” 

“ Hold on, soldier, not quite so hard.” 

“IT beg your pardon, Chaplain, I didn’t 
mean to swear; but darn it all, I have got 
into the habit out here in the army, and it 
comes right out before I think.” 

“Won’t you try to leave it off ?” 

“ Yes, Chaplain, I will.” 

Another delegate: I went among the men 
and they all gathered about me with great 
eagerness. They were a little disappointed, 
however, when they saw that I was a dele- 
gate of the Commission. They took me to 
be the paymaster. 

‘“ But I havesomething that is better than 
gold.” 

“Give me some of it,” said one, the son 
of a Baptist minister, a tender-hearted 
Christian. 

A Gospel Drum. 

Another delegate just returned from the 
army at meant that he had come 
across a drummer boy of one of the Massa- 
chusetts regiments, a member of the Sab- 
bath-school at home, who ‘had lost his 
Bible during the campaign, but had written 
the heads of his drum all over with texts of 
Scripture from memory. He beat a gospel 
drum. 

Au hour was spent in hearing the reports, 
and the meeting closed by singing “‘ Nearer, 
my God, to Thee.” 


The Private Soldier's Commission. 


These notes will show the friends of the 
Commission what the delegates are doing. 
i may add that I have seen its operations in 
the hospital and in the trenches, and can 
<peak in unqualified terms of its efficiency 
and power to do good. There are some 
Surgeons who are opposed toit. There are 
some indisereet delegates, but it has a strong 
hold upon the affections of the men. It 
reaches them. ‘The supplies contributed do 
not go to the officers, but are placed in the 
hands of the men by the delegates, and by 
the Chaplains of the regiments. It is en- 
titled to the fullest confidence of the com- 
munity. 


A DAY AT THE FRONT. 


WORK DONE UNDER THE REBEL GUNS. 


The following record of a day's labor at 
the front, in the service of the Christian 
Commission, shows prominently one of the 
most distinguishing and blessed features of 
the Commission’s work. Ita place, right 
here, has never been supplied by any other 
agency. Were it not for the prompt relief 
given by these noble Christian delegates, 
who fly to the scene of a fresh battle with 
the eager haste of a father seeking the 
arises for his sick child, hundreds upon 

undreds of precious lives would be lost 
to the country, to the church, and to the 
world. 

The writer, Walter S. Carter, Esq., is the 
new member of the Christian Commission 
for Wisconsin, also State Sunday-school 
Secretary, for Wisconsin, and is well known 
as one of the energetic Sunday-school spirits 
of the West. We think that the Christian 
Commission has done well to select its many 
workers from the ranks of the Sunday-school, 
and to choose its leaders from among the 
generals of the Sabbath-scho»! 

Thursday, Sept. 29th, 1864, the day after 
our arrival, we spent labouring in the gene- 
ral hospital of the army of the Potomac, 
near City Point. During thé day, heavy 
firing north of the James, inthe direction 
of Richmond, told us that a battle was in 
progress. Early the next morning, in com- 
pany with Rev. Drs. Schaff, of N. Y., and 
Charpiot, of Conn., we went to ~~ Point, 
and procuring passes from Gen. Patrick, 
Provost Marshal General of the armies 
operating against Richmond, took a steamer 
for Broadway Landing, on the Appomattox. 
Proceeding thence toward the general hos- 
pe of the army of the James, at Point of 

tocks, about a mile distant, we met several 
of the guns taken from the enemy the day 
before, being sent to City Point. Arriving 
at the hospital, we found that several hun- 
dred of our wounded had already reached 
there. We at once went to work alleviating 
their sufferings as far as possible, pointing 
them, as we had opportunity, to the Saviour 
who suffered for them, until about three 
o'clock in the afternoon, when, with a con- 
siderable reinforcement to our numbers, top 
of a large four-horse wagon of the Commis- 
sion, loaded full of supplies, we started for 
the front. Emerging from the woods into 
an open field near the James, the rapid dis- 
charge of artillery, ifitermingled with the 
continuous crash of musketry, apprised us 
of a renewal of the contest, by the rebels 
attempting to retake the works captured by 
us the day before. We hurried on, arriv- 
ing at Aiken's Landing about five, crossing 
the river on the muffled pontoon thrown 
across by the i8th corps on Wednesday 
evening. Pushing on up the Varina road 
we soon came across the skirmish line held 
by the enemy at the time of the advance ot 
our forces, and a little further on, another 
and stronger line, not yet completed. En- 
tering a thick pine wood night and rain 
overtook us. Ahead of us was a long train 
of army wagons, behind us a largé number 
of ambulances. By us, every moment, 
dashed horsemen—some toward the front, 
others toward the rear. In the woods, on 
either hand, our men were kindling fires to 
dry their clothes and make their coffee. 

A Field Hospital. 

Still along wé went, until, turning to the 
rizht, we entered the ample grounds of the 
(‘ox Mansion, where we found the Flying 
Hospital already established. The yard was 
full of tents, filled with wounded men—ofh- 
cers of +. ywrades, and privates, loyal and 
rebei, white and black soldiers. Hundreds 
had already arrived, and more were con- 
stantly coming. From every quarter moans 
of agony and cries fur help could be heard; 
but none were there toanswer them. Every 
soldier who had gone through the two days’ 
terrible conflict unharmed, was standing. 
that dark, rainy, autumn night, without 
food or drink, with his face to the foe, in 
the trenches a mile in advance of us. The 
surgeons had prepared their operating tables, 
and were already at their awful work. 

D. legates at Work. 

Gietting permission of Dr. Richardson, 
surgeon in charge of the hospital, we imme- 
diately pitched our tent, sey a to work. 
An adjoining house was sought, a fire built, 
a large kettle of water put over, and very 
soon several gallons of coffee were made. 
Condensed milk and sugar were then added, 
rs filled, and, provided with tin cups and 
anterns, our seven delegates went forth on 
the most blessed crraud that ever engaged 
a Christian hand, or enlisted the sympathies 
of a Christian heart. Into every tent they 
went, until there was not 2 wounded man 
but had been abundantly supplied. Then 
going back to the Commission-tent, boxes 
were filled with fresh, soft crackers, and 
again the circuit of tho tents was made, and 
the men helped to all they would have. 
Then more coffee was carried around; and 
after that, in cases where it was thought 
necessary, Jamaica ginger or brandy were 
given to the men. Then another visit to 
the tent was made, a supply of shirts and 
drawers obtained, and these were put upon 
such as needed them. ‘God bless you,” 
‘God bless the Christian Commission,” were 
exclamations we heard almost every mo- 
ment. 

Rebels Disappointed. 


“We never expected such treatment as 
this,” said a wounded rebel to a delegate. 
“Give me your name, so that when the war 
is over, I can come and see you, and thank 
you better than I can now,” said another. 
With such opportunities, how could we help 
telling one, i wounds were eloquent of 
the story of his bravery, that while it was a 
noble thing to be a brave soldicr of one’s 
country, far nobler, indeed, was it to be also 
a brave soldier of Jesus. To one groanin 
with suffering, how fitting that we shoul 
remind him of what the Redeemer had suf- 
fered for him. To one asking fer drink, 
how easy to introduce the subject of salvya- 
tion, by the exclamation of the Saviour on 
the cross, “I thirst.” 

Engaged in such a work, the hours went 
by unnoticed—seven, eight, nine, ten, eleven, 
twelve, and one, were gone before we cven 


tried to sleep. Going into the house, we | 


| 


—— 


wrapped our blankets around us, and 
down on the floor; but scarcely had we 
so, when word came that twenty nore 
bulance loads of wounded had arrived. 
we arose at once, and azain cols, ¢ 
ers, &c., were distributed to the suie 
Making a second attempt to yet alittle 
we were hardly asleep Saree 
ardson came, and informed us the 
so near the lines, that ia the eve. or 
enemy renewing the aticck at 
was expected, their she!’s would reach 
camp. Immediately ocr tent was 
the supplies again load. 1 into the wagem, 
and by the time the army train was rondy 
to nove, We Were prepared to tak« our plage 
in line. up the re 

rear of the Tenth Corps, we haltuc 


roces 4 
three hours, when we returned t) a large 
housy, some distance in the formerty 
the headjuarters eneral Leo, where 
hospital was established, and frou “a 
the wounded were conveyed to the 
Hospital. at Point of Rocks. 


THE REVIVAL AT CITY POINE 
Rocacster, N. Y., Sep 1364 

Dear Brother :—There were (acts 
important incidents, during ex; an 
the work of the Christian Comu. w: 
of mentivun. The friends of the C.. 
mission will be interested ge.era. keow 
that the Spirit of God is working 
ing power and e in the Ho pit... 
Point, Va. 


During all the time I labored t. 
ings were held every evening. weetingg 
were characterized by great interest, she 
and wonderful manifestat wns tie Divi 

Spirit. 

Every night from eight tu fi? on men + 
led by the Holy Ghost to cry or me>-y, and 
to ask the prayers of Christiaus. 

One evening, after a most previon 
a devout Curistian soldier, remar 
with the unction and power of i: «, 
and asked me whether they in 
the day fur praye. ile 
marked: “ We have no eeeret chanics 
ip the hospital into which we «in 
to the door, and pray to ou: Fitter i: bem 
ven. <As for myself, I gu .. two os Jives 
miles daily into the woods among the reef 
tall pines, and there hold sweet aid heave 
communion with my Saviour; may 
these young converts are Wouws: avd si 
and cannot so far. In their they 
surrounded Ly their ungodly vemr::ies, nor 
there any tent or house or secret plice on the 
ground whither they can go w pruy.”’ 

The next day a meeting was appo.:ted 
prayer, at 2 o’clock, for Christian suli.ors 
converts. That was the beginning of a d 
prayer meeting, which, I trust, will be 
tinued there as long as there is « hospital. ~ 

These prayer meetings well auended, 
and were increasing daily in number and 
terest. There were some wouderful sce 
witnessed in that prayer niceting. 
were scarred war-worn veterans weited dows 
and become as_little children. Bowed i&® 
prayer, in broken trembling accents 
prayed for themselves, their « mradea, sad 
their loved ones at home. There we: ui 
ness, e.ergy aud melting power ix tebe 
at th: throne of grace, which I hav+ neve 
heard surpassed elsewhere. It was .ice the 
impetuous and swift charges they hau 
in storming and taking the enemy’s s : 


holds. 

The converts brought with them gometi 
a wicked comrade, and so deeply did he 
the stirri ngs of the Spirit, that then and these 
he would rise up and express his d« rmide- 
tion, by the grace of God, tu live th: > life 

I wanted to say, in connection wi.u the ag 
count of the prayer meciiu,, to expericnced 
and settled pastors, that the:e is no place em 
earth where their servic.s ure so much: sated 
and where they could do so much goc., as a 
City Point. Expecially do the converts need 
the instructions of mea whe heave Lid compe 
rience ar 1 success as pastors. 

In parsing through the camp or the tem 
everywiicre I saw equads of new recruits bei 
trained and drilled by experienced men. Ti 
the government thinks indispensable bef 
going into actiop. Soitis tw the recruits he 
the army of the cross. 


B. 
A Solid Work. 

Rev. John T. Brownlee write: :— 

“My religious training iu the Assucialp 
Presbyterian Church, and my mati::! conw 
tions as well, have net led ime to lock wi 
much favour on religious mecting: cliaractes 
ized by a great amount of animai czscliememg 
Yet I am free to say that my honest con 
tions are, that the meetings he!d at cur g 
ters, in the 9th corps, were not only gr 
edifying to saints, but instrument.! in : 
verting not a few from nature’s Sachagesaall 
bondage to the glorious light and liLerty & 
the gospel.” 


Ratile-field Succour. 


Edward F. Welch, of Co. I 57th Re: N.E& 
Vols., related to me the erm | 

Ile was wounded in the attack on Petem 
burg by a musket bail shattering the ee 
his left arm, which has been ampu‘atzl a 
the elbow. After lying on the ficld ten @& 
twelve hours, and becoming exhausted f, 
loss of blood and pain, he was relieved and ly 
life saved by delegates of the Christian Cog 
mission, who gave him beef-tea and mil 
punch. Three or four others lay near him 
who were similarly benefitted. Capt. Bi 
of the 2d Conn. Cavalry, told me be was 
sick at City Point, and should have died, 
not a delegate of the Christian Commisst 
(Brother Bissell, of Conn.) ministered to himy 

The “thank-you’s” and ‘‘God bless you’s” & 
bave received from grateful soldiers are tm 
numerous for record. I imct with several @& 
cidents of much interest to me, but —— 
epace on this sheet to give them in de 
Also I wrote a number of letters for soldieg. 
but received only a few of much interest. 

Rev. Henry end myself are 
making arranger:‘n‘s to canvass this 
(Conn.) for the purpose of raising money 
stores fur this noble enterprise. May 
add his blessing to all sur lalverz ic behelf 
of the U.S. 

ery truly yours, 
Dea. J. B. Wooprors 


A SILVER BRICK. 


The Christian Commission has reccivat 
2 yaluable contribution to its treasury,” 
the shape of a solid silver brick, virgm 
pure, from the mines—contributed by cf 
zens of Virginia and Gold Hill, oo 
Territory. Its intrinsic value is about t 
thousand dollars. It ought to be purchase 
at a high premium, and preserved sacreG aml 
a relic of the Christian munificence of 
times, 
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THANKSGIVING SUPPLEMENT. 


A WOMAN’S WORK. 
THE DIET AITCHENS. 


Hust of my time during the six weeks 

B bave been in the service, has been 
at Hospital No. 19, Nasbville, 
essee. The St. Louis Ladies’ Aid 

iety have opened and furnished 
seems for a special Diet Kitchen, for 
this Hospital; and a great and noble 
werk is cone there for the sick and 
weended soldiers. I visited the hos- 
neazly every day, conversed with 
soldiers, or read to them, and wrote 

for them. Then I took the num- 

fers of those who needed special dishes 
geepared for them, and saw that what- 
ver they asked for was sent them. 
U believe many lives are saved by the 
gareest, faithful labours of prudgnt wo- 
men in these kitchens. 
with the surgeons. 
meted willing to co-oper 
gar efforts to relieve suffering, and checr- 
Gelty gave us tho privilege of taking 
gach delicete and nutritious articles of 
feed as we could supply, to the very 
tedsides of the sick and dying soldiers. 
These kitchens are being established in 
mest of the hospitals in Nashville; and 
feeir success has proved the utility of 
this method of saving the lives of many 
whe bave passed beyond the reach of 
a ordinary means. The labours of 
these weeks have been among the most 
——- because the most useful of my 

- and the lesson¥ of patience and 
gebmission that I have learned by the 
bedside of those pale, patient sufferers, 
wii never pass from my memory. I 
wes cviien surprised at the cheerful 
meerage and endurance that many, who 
were mere boys, displayed; and I felt 
guere than ever that this war is develop- 
hae more of true manliness, energy, and 
Nertitede, than we ever supposed our 
Awerican boys possessed. I fouad 
@axy cases in which I became much 
@tercsted, but which I cannot describe 
i so short a report. You will find.some 
imeidents in the Congregationalist of 
Bare 24th. I went with the intention 
@ caring cepecially for Michigan boys— 
mad they did bave a claim upon my 
attention; but when I came to a cot 
besring the form of one of New Eng- 
imed’s brave sons, my heart was moved 
$y memories of a childhood home among 
@x hills of Vermont, and I felt a tender 
segard for her patriotic sons; but in my 
sttentions and distribution of comforts, 
Z eould make no distinction of State, 
aad [ felt a grateful love for all as the 
fefenders of one united country. 

Wane of the pleasant features of the 
work of the Christian Commission is the 
bermony with which brethren of all de- 
geminations labour together. The Rev. 
Me and Mrs. Smith make a very cheer- 
$i and pleasant home in Nashville for 
the delegates, and the question of de- 
aemination is never thought of. An- 
atthe: thought that was pleasant to dwell 
wpen was, the large-hearted liberality of 
friends at the North in sending such 
weustant and unending supplies for our 
deave soldiers through the Sdnitary and 
@iistian Commission. It seemed to 
we that their generosity was equal to 
the fortitude and bravery of our soldiers. 
While in Nashville I received fifty-live 
@Miars from friends in Allegan and 
Yhree Rivers, with the request that I 
would spend it in any way I thought 
gest for the relief of the wornded and 
Sing. These gifts were uncalled for 
by me, and unknown to the world; but 
they were gratefully received and faith- 
fally given. These things form a brighi 
gide to the fearful scenes of sufleriog 
and death that I witnessed every day 
im the hospitals, and gave me confidence 
that God was with us in moving the 
hearts of people to noble and generous 
@eeds, and guiding us through seas of 
bleod to a victory founded in righteous- 
eess and true liberty. 

For the privilege of gu'ng as a dele- 
gate of this Commission I am truly 
grateful, and I trust my labours have 
met been in vain. 

Mrs. W. A. Ranney. 


Bonsolidated Light Diet List of U. 8. A. Gen- 
coral Hospital, No. 2, Crattanooqa, Tenn., for 


September, 1864. 


RATIONS. 
Geap, Mution or Beef, 15,006 
Vegetable, . . 6,772 
Ovster, . . 6.716 
Trea), tables, . 2.050 
Put . . . 23.748 
JeTties. or lreeerves, 

Fried or Scranbled, 
Freeh or Dried, 15,456 

ue Mane. 


estar. Beiled. 
Fupiora. 5h 


mer, . . . 2,41 
. . . 28,221 
236,408 


Special Orders, No. 362. 
Wan Deranrueyr, Adjutant General's 
Wasuixerox, October 24, 1861. 


[exrract.] 


56 Permission to visit the U. S. Gen- 


eral Hospitals within the lines of the . 


several Military Departments of the 
Waited States, for the purpose of super- 
igtending the preparation of food in the 
Bpecial Diet Kitchens of the same, is 
hereby granted Miss Annie Witten- 
myer, Special Agent U. 8S. Christian 
@emmission, and such ladies as she may 
@eem proper to employ, by request of 
Waited States Surgeons. The Quarter- 
master’s Department will furnish the 
@eeessary transportation. 
> * * = * 
By order of the Secretary of War. 
Kk. D. Townsenp, 
Ascisiaut Adjutant General. 


GEORGIA. 
A Big Coffee-pot. 

At Kingston, Georgia, when the army 
resumed its march, alter a rest of two days, 
many sick soldiers were left in the encamp- 
ments, and with difficulty they found their 
way into town. There they expected to be 
put upon cars, and sent back to Chattanoo- 

; but no ears were going for a long time. 
No hosp:tal or restinz-place, or refreshments, 
or food were provided there, that the sick 
soldiers could find. They sank down sick 
and woary, on the side-walks around the 
depot, and on the porticoes of housa@® We 
went among them, and invited them into 
the house occupied " the Christian Com- 
mission. It yas a hotel, and contained 
rooms. Soon these rooms were well filled, 
and yet others were to be seen outside. It 
was a work of humanity to make coffee, as 
we did, and carry it around to these soldiers. 
One followed the huge coffee-pots, with a 
box of crackers. After going through the 
rooms in this way, we went along the side- 
walks and around the depot. We told them 
we came, not to give them a cup of cold 
water, but what, under the circumstances, 
was better—a cup of hot coffee and some 
erackers, in the name of the Christian Com- 
mission. 

Having passed through this scene, I was 
prepared to understand the remark of a sol- 
dier to his comrade, as they were passing by 
the house occupied by the Christian Com- 
mission, one evening, in Nashville. “Here 
is the place where the Christian Commission 
stay,” said one. The other replied, “That 
makes one think of a big coffee-pot.” 

| Yours, truly, 

Josrpn A. RANNEY. 

Three Rivers, Mich. 


THE COOKING WAGON, 


“Aasoon then as they were come to laud, they 
saw a fire of coajs, and fish laid thereon, and 
bread. Jesus saith unto them, Come and dine.” 
John xxi. 9,12. 

1 must refer particularly to one prominent 
feature of their work for weary, wounded 
bodies on this day, which, for its novelty 
and usefulness, deserves especial attention. 
Some of the newspapers have mentioned a 
new cooking-wagon, presented by the inven- 
tor to the Christian Commission, which is 
thoroughly sui generis. It is constructed 
somewhat like a battery caisson, so that the 
parts can be unlimbered and separated from 
each other. The “limber,” or forward part, 
bears a large chest, which is divided into 
conipartments, to contain coflec, tea, sugar, 
and corn starch, with a place also for two 
gridirgns and an axe. From the rear por- 
tiou rise three tall smoke-pipes, above three 
larve boilers, under which there is a place 
for the fire, and ander the fire a box for the 
fuel. Each bviler will hold fourteen gal- 
lon ; aud it is estimeted that in cach one 
on the march, ten gallons of tea, or coffee. 
or «'weolate, could be made in twenty min- 
ute —thus giving ninety gallons of nourish- 
iny drink every hour. It is truly a most 
ine. aious and beneficent invention. 

' sere was a call for coffee. A party of 
de] -ates at once voluntecred to respond to 
the -all. The fires were lighted, the water 
boi! d, the coffee made, and soon the vehi- 
cle. drawn by two powerful horses, and 
att: ded by half a score of willing labour- 
ers. was on its way, from division to divi- 
siou. Up the hospital avenue it rumbled 
and rolled, passed the long rows of white 
tents, stopping at this claster and that, giv- 
ing to all from its generous supply. 

You should have scen the wondering 
look of the men as it passed by. They roll- 
ed themselves over to get a glimpse of it. 
They stretched their necks for a sight at it. 
The wounded heals forgot te ache, and the 
wounded limbs almost forgot to cry for nur- 
sing in. that moment of eager curiosity. 
Was it anew sortof ambulance? It didn’t 
look like one. What did those three black 
pipes inean, and those three glowing fires? 
Is it a steam fire-cngine, and are they going 
to give usashower-bath? But the savory 
odor that saluted their nostrils, and the de- 
licious beverage the engine poured into 
their tin cups, soon put the matter beyond 
all doubt. They soon found that there was 
no necromancy about it, for it had a sub 
stantial blessing for each one of them, and 
they gave it their blessings inreturn. One 
by one such as were able, crowded about it 
with curious faces, and the wagon, as it 
stood steaming and glowing in the midst, 
‘was the theme of many affectionate com- 
ments. 

“T say, Bill, ain't that a bully machine?” 

“Yes, sir, it’s the greatest institution I 
ever saw.” 

“That's what you might call the Chris- 
tian Light Artillery,” says a third. 

“Good deal pleasanter ammunition in it 
than the Rebs sent us this morning.” 

“ Well, Doctor,” said a deleggte to a sur- 
geon, “what do you think of this?” 

“] thank the Lord for it. That’s all I 
can say,” was the reply. 

And so, on a sulden, the new invention 
wascrowne] with the praise-and benedictions 
of the admiring crowd. It was a marked 
feature in the work of the day. and must be 
sct duwn as one of the “peculiar institt 
tions” of the Commission. 


Cuffee and Bullets for a Division, 

Mr. J. A. Cole has put the Cooking Wagon 
to a new use, refre ching our battle-worn vete- 
rans on the ficld. says: 

“The C..ffeo Wagon was kept at work, and 
was really a means of giving a great deal of 
comfort. It was taken to the lines, where bul- 
lets few about it, and every suldier in the di 
vision that made the charge, capturing the 
fort on Chapin’s farm, had a good drink of hor 
eoffee—what they had not had for three wet 
muddy dave. The machine is getting to be 
very popular, 

Prevention Better than Cure. 

R. C. Smedley, Eeq., M. D., writes: 

“During my stay with the 5th Corps, T was 
chiefly occupied in distributing reading mat- 
ter in the hospitals, and to the soldiers at 
the front; also in carrying writing paper, 
canned fruits and meats to those in the 
front lines who were not well, and yet were 
not sick enough to go tothe hospital. They 
were very gratcful for those articles there; and 
I deemed it important that thoss who were ail. 
ing should have a change of diet, farina, corn- 
starch, canned milk, Jamaica ginger, &c.; for 


| to prevent men from becoming 80 sick as to 


leave their post of duty is saving to the gov- 
ernment efficient working men. At all times 
I talked personally with them in regard to 
their spiritual welfare.” 


PATRIOTISM IN CHINA. 


William Wells Williams, LL D., author of 
The Middle Kingdom, and other elaborate works 
on China, appropriates $300 to the Christian 
Commission, “for the relief of soldiers and 
sailors.” He says, if it were proper, he would 
like to pay for a substitute in the army did not 
his age exempt him from draft. 

Iie addy: —“* Though I have been a resident 
of China for thirty years, I feel as much inter- 
est in maintaining the Union as if I had lived 
in the United States, aud I wish to help the 


cause.” 


A BRITISH VIEW. 


The Rev. Dr. Murray, Editor of the Pres 
byterian Wiiness, Ualifaa, Nova Scotia, gives 
the following account of his experience as a 
delegate of the United States Christian Com- 
missiva : 


There is hope for a country that puts forth 
such gigantic aud varied Christian effort as 
one witnesses in these United States. God 
would not have destroyed Sodom if it had con- 
tained ten righteous men. Ile surely will not 
permit this groat aud noble country to be de- 
stroyed, writh its good men and true, number- 
ing tens of thousands. Wherever you turao, 
there aro evidences of large-hearted bene- 
ficenee, and of unflagging real— 
man, and of the fear of God. As raid uws 
and bursts of sunshine make a day of storms 
aud tempests glorious, so do these decds of 
love and Christian charity relieve the horrid 
gloom of war. 

The Chrietian Coromission sends ita messen- 
gers of mercy to friend and foe—to black and 
white—to the wounded veteran in the hospital 
and the raw recruit from the Northwest. The 
hungry are fed, the naked are clad, the sick at- 
tended carefully, the dying are eomforted and 
directed to the “Lamb of God that taketh 
away the sins of the world.” IZuandreds of 
thousands of dollars have been freely given by 
the people to help the soldiers in every emer- 
geney, and smooth their path, which is so hor- 
rilly rugged aud dangerous. Thousands vol- 
unteer to spend amouth or six weeks amcug 
the soldiers to instruct them, to distribute a 
heathful literature among them, to nurse them 
when sick, tend them when wounded, and 
bury them when dead. Not a few of the most 
efficient yoluaters are ministers of congreza- 
tions far away from the scene of conflict. 
They obtain leave of absence, and spend the 
time in helping the poor soldier. I met one 
minister—a venerable Presbyterian Doctor of 
Divinity—who had travelled gratuitously over 
thousands of miles, and spent months of time 
in the service of the Commirsion. Railway 
Companics pass free tne celegates the Com- 
mission, aud some first class hotels give them 
iree lodzings. You see the badge at times on 
an azed and stooping man, whose main olyect 
im going to the “front’’ is to help his own son 
im the time of necl. Young students go to 
little of actual war. Many from the 
highest and holiest motives. 

may safely say that thousands of soldiers 
owe their lives to the active aid furnished by 
the Commission ; and, in good sooth, with the 
soldiers the Commission is famously popular. 
For the delegates are of the ‘Good Samari- 
tan” stamp, seeking and finding the wounded 
and the dying, and rendering them all the re- 
lief in their power—first helping the body and 
then the mind—distributing Bibles, esta- 
ments, other suitable books, tracts and 
newspapers, and diffusing comfort and good 
cheer wherever they go. 

The ladies of the great cities have organ- 
ized a “ Ladlics Commission” to aid the other. 
No pains are spared to gather clothes and 
food and a Christian literature for the benefit 
of the army. The prisoners from the South 
are sharers in all this beneficence, to an ex- 
tent that is equally gratifying and credit- 
able. They are sunplied with newspapers 
aud good readine. ‘The Seriptures are al- 
Ways uceessible. ‘Tine goepel is often preach- 
ed to them. 

Iam told, and indee] have ocular demon- 
stration of the fact, that the soldiers listen 
eagerly to religious teaching and exhortation, 
and are much more easily impressed than men 
ordinarily aro in other circumstances. Very 
many since joining the army have become 
sober, thourhtful, honest, aad God-fearing. 
Wickodness prevails, of course, but there is a 
faithful and very earnest minority. 

Iiow they cluster around the religious 
teacher—how eagerly they listen to his words 
—how cnthusiastically they seize upon the 
hymn, and make a “loud noise 
how cordially they press his hand when he is 
leaving them! ‘This reminds me of home,” 
saysone, ‘God bless you"’—**Come again” 
—*Pray for We'll remember what 
you have told us,""—with these, and such as 
these expressions sounding in your cars, you 
may bid group after croup farewell. 

Many of these men are as fine specimens of 
well-developed manhood as you would wish to 
see—tall, lithe, sinewy or robust, firm-built, and 
shazry—looking as if they could do immense 
mischief in the day of battle. Pvor fellows! 
sickness, bad food rife balle, cannon balls, 
shells, one or othor of the devilish implements 
which mana has invented to murder his brother 
withal, will very speedily thin these groupes, 
and send many a stout and stalwart Northern- 
moulder under Virginian evil. 

The depots of the Christian Commission are 
open on all days of the week. It would do 
your heart good to see the huge bales of warm 
elothiny, the boxes of nutritious food and of 
medicines, the piles of books and newspapers 
ready for distribution. The headquarters of 
the Commission are in the heart of Philadel- 
phia, and under the roof of that eminently lib- 
eral Christian, George Stuart. Mr. Stuart 
himself has not seldom gone to the “front” to 
see the condition of the soldier, and to devise 
new plans of beneficence. Subordinate depots 
are open in ail the great cities, and the liberal- 
ity with which funds and material are sup- 
plied from all quarters, give the Commission an 
aspect magnificently national, worthy of a 
great Christian people. 

The delegates of the Commission follow 
their course of well doing by sea as well as by 
land, caring for the sailor as well as the soldier. 
Dangers and d:fiicultics are cheerfully encoun- 
tered, and eometimes life is sacrificed in the 
effort to save life. War never before called 
forth so noble, so Christian, and so eff -ctive a 
system of assuaging its horrors. Wounded 
heroes on the battlefield have been rescued 
from death wheu the efforts of surgeons and 
the ordi:ary means provided by G vernment 
wou'd have been wholly in vain. The great 
inttie-fie!ds are quickly visited; the thirst, and 
hancer and wounds, of friends and foes, are 
attended to; hospital tents are pitehod; shelter, 
an! refre-hment are thas providel to 
multitudes who otherwise would have perished 
miserably. 

The “delegate” is often from a great dis- 
tance, and is recognized by perhaps half a rezi- 
mentasan old acquaintance and friend, Ile 
comes charre | with mevsazes of love and re- 
mem brance from “home,” and he returns north- 
ward freizhted with similar tokens and remem- 
brances, thus establishing “a living electric 
chain between the hearth and the tent.” 

In view of the unexampled efforts of the 
Christian people of the United States on behalf 
of their soldrers, I think there is little danger 
of the country being demoralized, or in the 
least molested by a “savage 6 when the 
war is over. The army is to thousands a 
achool in which they are refurmed, and if ever 
they return to their homes, they return better 
men than when they left. Of course, there 
will be profanity, and drankennexs, and vio- 
lence, but there is good leavren which, with 
God's blessing, must leaven the whole lump. 


THE GUNBOATS. 


The Rev. J. W. Ilarding, of Long Meadow, 
thus speaks of the work on the gunboats; 


“I must tell you a little about our Sabbath 
work yesterday. At our tent prayer-meeting, 
at seren o'clock P. M., cach of us reported his 
labours during the day at separate points. 
The hospitals, the wagoners, the convalescents, 
the pontoniers, the prisoners, and the coloured 
soldiers, had all been visited. With the Rev. 
Dr. HU. B. Hooker, of Boston, I went on board 
the gunboat Eutaw, lying ubove us, in the 
James river—at the invitation of her gallant 
commander, Captain Blake, who fought the 
Hatteras in the famous action with the Ala- 
hama. We were most cordially received by 
officers and men; and after enjoying for an 
hour the freedom of the ship, in conversing 
and distributing religious nadine. by order of 
the captain, all hands were invited to the 
aftersleck to attend religious service. The 
men in their neat attire, seated on the guns, 
and plativrms, and railing~, furmed one inter- 


| up; and the officers, closing around 
us, while we prayed, and sang, and preached, 
formed anuther—some of them assisting us in 
singing, and all most attentive and apparendy 
interested hearers. It was a solemn and bean- 
tiful scene, and we hope profitable to all. We 
made a standing appointment fora Sabbath 
sorvice, the captain offering to send his boat 
for us whenever we could come for this pur- 
pose, and inviting our Commission to visit his 
ship at all times. We have'similar invitations 
from other gunboats in the fleet, and find an 
extremely iuterestiag and useful work in this 
direction.” 


THE LAST MESSAGE. 


A soldier came into our rooms in Nashrille, 
to get an envelope. Ile said he had a letter 
to send home for one of his comrades. Ile 
drew from his blouse a small packago, care- 
fully Wrapped; and opening it, held up a serap 
of a leaf trom a menwrandum-book. It had 


ing back from the line, the blood streaming 
from his mouth, and covering his hands and 
clothes. A minnie ball had cut of his tongue 


at the root. -I[e tried to speak, but could not. | ' 
| putting a little cologne upon it. 


Finally, by motions, he made his partner un- 
derstand his want—paper and pencil. A serap 
was torn from the diary, oo on it the boy, 
held wp by his comrade, with fingers dripping 
with blood, and trembling in death, wrote— 


“Father, meet me in heaven.” 


IIe tried to write his name, bat it was too 
late. Life had fled. 

Say, fathers and mothers, what will you 
not do for your sons, whose waking, and 
dreaming, and dying thoughts are homeward 
turned? 


BERMUDA HUNDRED. 


The Rev. J. W. Harding, of Longmeadow, 
thus describes 


The Colored Soldiers. 


These colored soldiers have strong arms; 
and warm hearts. They salute us respect- 
fully; their bearing is soldierly, and the high- 
est favor we can give them is a primer ora 
first or second reader, or a testament. They 
are bent on learning to read. It would please 
you to see me in the capacity of a primary 
school teacher to some nay cavalry six- 
footer. He stands by my side cap in hand, 
booted and spurred, his bright saber clanking 
at his heels, and eagerly spelling out the 
words which shall unseal for him the fountains 
of knowledge. I could devote my whole time 
in giving them spelling and reading lessons. 
And then you should see them on their well- 
groomed horses and marching in a squad of 
rebel prisoners. They say nothing, but they 
look everything, and so do their crest-fallen 
risoners, and more than crest-fallen. We 
ieeed sume prisoners in the guard-house, yes- 
terday, who were actually in mortal dread of 
their coloured euard, leet remembering Fort 
Pillow, they might lay violent haada on them 
There is no douvt cat a salutary fear of our 
cvloured soldiers is pervading the rebel camps. 
And then you should ace these black troopers 
escorting in their wives and little ones and 
sweethearta, each lowled on the head and in 
both hands with the spoils of the Exyptians, 
and the little emiling darkices who cannot 
march, nestling iu the left arms of their prv- 


tectors. 
In the Trenches. 


But to return to our tent, it is time for the 
day's work to begin. My brother delegates go 
out their several ways, one to the post hospi- 
tal, whither sick and worn-out men continu- 
ally come from their several regiments to re- 
ceive care which they cannot get at the front; 
another to the convalescent camp, where men 
nearly recovered from sickness, wait to be dis- 
tributed to their regiments, another goes with 
a six mule government wagon, loaded with 


CHRIST IN THE HOSPITALS. 


S+nding for the Delezates. 

Rev. Elias C. Sharp, of the Pittsburg com- 
mittee, who preached 60 times, held 70 meet 
ings, distributed 449 Scriptures, 90 Psalm 
books, 587 volumes, pages tracts, 2805 

pers, 1665 sheets of paper and envelopes, 

206 shirts, 102 paira of drawers, 174 house- 
wives, 70 pairs socks, 12 boxes fine tooth- 


| combs, and 60 pairs of crutches during sixty- 


stores, to an out station: another t) sume dis- 


taht camp where there are no chaplains; or 
if it be too far to walk, and the ambulances 
are not busy, we load one of them, kindly de- 
tailed for our use by the quartermaster, and 
go to the extreme front, where the men lie in 
the rifle pits and redoubts and intreuchments, 
and many of them in their “rat holes,”’ or 
boub-proof huts. This is intensely interesting 
work. Our ambulance halts in a willerness of 
camps, here on one side a Massachu-ctts reyi- 
ment, and there a Connecticut regiment, and 
the boys crowd around, six and eight deep, 
and with such a show of hands, so eager for 
anything and everything to real, and as eager 
for levier-paper, envel pes, pens, peucils, com- 
fort bags. The chaplains come, and they are 
privileged to get inte the ambulance and select 
for themselves their favourite papers and books 
and tracts. Often I meet very happily and 
suddealy some old familiar face from Lamp- 
den county, and we talk over old times, 


A Camp Riot. 


But what is this tumult outside? There 
stands a sutler’s tent with a noisy crowd 
around it. We hear angry words. A white 
lieutenant with a squadlof his colored soldiers 
is attempting to tear the tent down. There 
has been a previous quarrel, and now the lieu- 
tenant is excited by liquor, aud his proceed- 
ings violent, and the sutler, a respectable 
louking Massachusetts mau, becomes enraved 
an] puts a pistol ball through his head. The 
lieutenant falls into the arms of his men, and 
one of them, his sergeant they say, by the 
lieutenant’s order, shoots the sutler through 
the body. Ile runs by our tent like a deer, 
though mortally woundel, anl the crowd of 
exasperaiel col alter him, and for 
moment the balls tly daagerously. But soon 
onler is restore! ant the two wouwled 
men in their teats. The sucler cannot live 
lon. Ile asks,“ Are youamiaister? wish 
you would pray for me.” 1 kneel by hiseside 
withanothes whosecmsto be a Christian man, 
aed afterwards is a chaplain, amd we 
both, at dylag carucet request, pr 

ueaventy throne. Ile 
and his redness to 
die, but sues now for merey.  Learry mutual 
messages of sorrowtul rezcet between the men 
thus lacl low ily andl vielence. The 
lieutenant will prooably recover and be with 
his sergeant severely handled by martial law, 
but the poor suiler lies cusbalmel for his 
grave. This will show you the demoralizing 
influence of the camp in lessening the sense 
of the sacredness of human ile, and show also 
the impertance of Christian mento be near by 
with the offices of religion. It is gratifying 
to seo what immediate and [reo aecess is always 
accorded, us & d the icnee repose in us 
us representin? the Christiau commission. 


Jj 


Berit cute tu the 


r 
confesses his 


NO GRUMBLING. 


I have the consolation of knowing that 
Ihave been the means of cheering the heart 
of many a soldier in affliction. It has 
been my privilege to converse with him, and 
pray by his bedside when living; and, when 
dying, to point him to the Lamb of God that 
taketh away the sins of the work. 

In their sufferings they exlribit the utmost 
fortitude and heroism. I did not deem it pos- 
sible to find a class of men who would bear 
such suffering as I have witnessed with so 
little murmuring or complaint. It is a rare 
thing to hear a groan, or the language of com- 
plaint from any one of them. And then they 
manifest so much gratitude for the smallest 


favours 

aor men who have periled their 
liv’ Yattu shed their blood to preserve the | 
_ Brainerd, of Michigan, Mis 


liberties of our country, and have stood as a 
wall of fire between us and the enemy, de- 
serve our sympathy. And what is done for 
them must be done quickly. We ought not 
to consider it charity, or the bestowing of 
alms to aidsuel, men, but 2 sacred debt, which 
we should labogr faithfully to discharge. 
Auten T. Graves, 

U. S. Caristian Commission, 


Delegate 


| 


one days’ service, writing from (‘ity Point, 
says: — 

“It was not an uncommon thing |r four or 
five men, in the course of a day, t: send for 
me to come to read and pray «ith ‘20m, and 
talk with them on thd subject of re!._ion.” 

The Solemn Message, 

“It was also common for the 
say to me, ‘ There is a man in eur 
is dangerously sick or wounded, ; nd will die 
inashort time. Ile does not kr «it, You 
ean tell him better can. 
form him as carefully as possible 
not live.’”’ 


to 
a tent who 


that he can- 


Can you Teach me some ? 

A drammer boy was sinking with a fever in 
Old Llallowell il pital, Alexandria. lie had 
no father, moter, brother, or sister, nor any 
other known relative. He was alone, and no 
one cared for him. I gave hima handkerchief, 
‘This cheered 
him up alittle. I asked him if he loved tho 
Saviour; he answered, “I don't know any 
prayer; can you tell me some prayer?” 
replied, there was a good prayer of the Publi- 
can, “ God be merciful to me a sinner.” The 
next day [ visited him, and he remarked that 
he had prayed that prayer I told him about all 
the time since. He eagerly read tho tracts 
and books I gave him, and soon he was happy 
in the Lord. Ile found that Jesus loved him, 
and the delezate of the Christian Commission 
loved and cared for him, and he began to mend 
from that hour. 


A Whole Ward Svebing Christ. 

I preached in one ward of Queen Street 
iTvspital; all were deeply interested; an Irish- 
man gave unusual attention; at the close he 
said, ** Indeed, boys, that is much better than 
to hear cursing and swearing.” Ile eaid to 
me, “Chaplain, I wish you would come and 
rreach to us every day; it sonrda good. I 
found by private cunver-ation every one ia 
the ward was either a Christian, or had a desire 
to be one. 

The morning I was to leave Alexandria for 
home, the ward master came early to the com- 
mission rooms for me to come and preach to 
them once more before I left. I went and 

reached on the evidences of a new birth; they 
istened with all the attention of converts in 
time of revival. They had resolved, with the 
aid of a delegate of the Christian Commission, 
to hold a daily morning prayer-meeting. I 
sat and talked with a Michigan soldier, and 
on rising to go he replied, ‘‘ Chaplain, do come 
again, a good talk does me good.” 

I wrote a letter for a very sick soldier to his 
mother. On asking him what I should write 
about the condition of his soul, he replied, “I 
am looking to God for help,” and I added this 
Scripture, “ God is our refuze and strength, a 
very present he!p in trouble.” In three days 
hia mother came, and by her nursing his life 
was saved. Ile said to me afterwards, “ that 
Scripture you wrote to mother in my letter 
saved my life.” 

I found a soldier very sick with diarrhoea in 
the Veigh Llospital. Le asked for some black- 
berry root syrup, and | immediately went to 
the commissiun rooms and brought him some, 
and I said to him, “I dare not defer getting 
this for you a single hour, for you may svon 
go into eternity, and how aro you prepared to 
die? Give your heart to Christ this very in- 
stant. Now isthe accepted time.” He replied 
in tears, “ Yes, | want to,” and he did. Ile 
was cager to talk of his soul, and read tracts, 
papers, and books often. 

Let me Kiss You. 

For several weeks I had supplied the wants 
of a wounded soldier from New Jersey. He 
had given his heart to Christ, and was happy 
in the near approach of death. He said to me, 
‘Chaplain, let me kiss you. O, if Jesus was 
here how I would kiss him!” 

The result of my experieace is, that suldiers 
are ready to hear the word—that the principal 
work of a delegate is of a spiritual nature 
the bodily comforts are only a means to reach 
the heart; that the fact that a delevate comes 
to the soldier on the acevunt of the love he has 
for Christ, and without any pecuniary compen- 
sation, gives him great power over the heart. 
Phe Scate Agent, the Government Chaplaio, 
the Surgeon are all paid for their services, but 
ihe Delezate of the Curistian Coammission has 
alsolutely, in ace rdance to the divine injune- 
tion, neither purse nor scrip; hence he has a 
ready access to the heart. 

I should havé been glad to have remained 
longer than six weeks, but my church has 
claims upon me. I hope to g> us a delegate 
again in the spring if the war continues. 

Yours traly. 
M. Tarsox. 
Amesburg, Sep. 19¢A, 1864. 


TRAINS OF WOUNDED IN THE 
SITENAN DOAIL. 


Va, Oct. 13, 1861. 

Mr. G. S. Grirritu:—Dear Sir—Laving en- 
joyed the opportunity, through your kindness 
and that of the Baltintere Committee of the 
United States Christian Commission, of visit- 
ing the stations of that Commission at Sandy 
tivok, Martinsburg and Winchester, of observ- 
ing the work of the delegates, and personally 
assisting in the care of the wounded and the 
distribution of stores, I have great pleasure in 
assuring you, and through yuu, the patrons of 
the Commission in Baltimore, of the efficien: 
and eareful manner in which they perform 
arduous laboura, 
At Sandy [look the Diet Kitchen, supplied 
frow your is oly couda ted hy Mrs. 
and Mra. Robbire, and the Misrs 
Southgate and Saull. The Revs, MeDowell, 
Nason and Votoy, and Me srs, Miller, Gregz 
and Young are systematic and assiduous in 
tucir atcention to the teaporaland epirituai 
wants of our solders there and at Harper's 
berry. 

At Martinsburg we arrived in time to see 


the winnie force of deleeates, under Mr. Mil 


‘ler’s able superintendence, turning out near 


midoi¢ and labouring dll near morning, 
earrying fuod and drink to and dreasing the 
wounds of a large train of wounded, just 
arrived after sixteen hours’ ride ia wagons 
from Winchester. The fatigue of some and 
the sufferings of others were indescrib :ble, and 
the overworked nurees and surgeons could not 
have got round theta before morning. The 
delegates, however, were on hand with the 
big Christian teapots. Barrels of crackers 
and bottles of jelly were opened. Bread and 
cheese vanished with marvellovs rapidity down 
hungry throats. Papers and tracts, in the 
morning, for the Saturday’s march, were in re- 
quest, and we had not half enough of Testa- 
ments and hymn-bovks for anxious inquirers. 
** What is all this for?” suid one fine lad, “is 
ali this for the Union?” I explained that i: 
was for the sake of Christ and our country. 
“l’ve got more kindness from you men since 
I came into this house than since I entered 
the army.” When I proposed to those in the 
Presbyterian church to address them and pray, 
every head was uncovered. If the Lord hears 
only one-half the benedictions invoked on the 
Commission by those one hundred and fift 
wagon loads of wounded men, you and we will 
live happily and die peacefully. 

Proceeding to Winchester with Messrs. 
Wilson, Little, Whittier, Stevens and McCord, 
we found Messrs. Brackett, Ewing, Harkness 
and Dr. Bigelow, ably supported by Miss 

4 Wood, Miss Por- 
ter, Miss Short, Mrs. Haverfield, Mrs. Harris, 
Mrs. Sehumote, and other Union ladies, who 
double the value of your farina, tea, &c., by the 
condiments they supply, and increase it ten- 
fuld by the sweet smiles with which they hand 
the cup to our wounded heroes. Of Mrs. 
Ilarris, of Philadelphia, it is needless to say 
that here, as erery-where, her unwearied and 


— 


efficient service has saved many lives. Nor 
must we forget Miss Bridget Divers, who has 
hal her horse shot under her, Las been cap- 
tured and escaped, marched with our cavalry, 
and bas just come in our wounded from 
the battle-field, and i+ now with her or- 
derly Supe ling the nackio + of tea, suzar, 
fruit, jelly, cordials. po k'os, and books, 
at the Christian Commission room, for the 
wounded in the ambulances; the only fieid 
hospital Moseby's cavalry will allow our active 
cavalry commander. 

But here is a mea:age from the surgeon to 
say that a train of wounded is coming in; that 
he ia out of cordials, and can’t get any te 
night. So the whole force is off with pails of 
— and baskets and haversacks of soda 

iseuit, and there is Mrs. Harris and her 
servant with custards and fried eczr+; and I 


must close and be o to this scene of groans | 


and blessings. 
O! for the day when war shall ccase, 
And Jesas reign the Prince of Pouce. 
Affecstionately yours, 
Rusers Parterson. 


A NOBLE RECORD. 


Came or tne lita N. J. Vors., } 
Near Charicstown, Va., Sept. Mth, | 
Geo. H. Stuart, Dear Bro.—Can- 
net something be done for this part of the 
army by your noble Commission in the way of 
supplying us with mental and spiritual food? 


Our regiment is greatly reduced, our casual- 
ties during the campaign being over 400! 
Still we have about 250 left. Out of 250 of 
the regiment converted last winter at Brandy 
Station, about 200 are killed or wounded. Oar 
killed all left a good record. Not one of them 
ever disgraced tho profession they took during 
the winter. We have a remnant left; their 
influence is still a power. 


Cards or Pooks. 


Wo keep up regular evening services; but 
the good that might be done, and ought to be 
done, is almost nothing, because of the want 
of sumething to employ the mind and heart 
during the long days we are passing. For 
three months I never saw a card in the regi- 
ment; yesterday I saw two ganes! I objected; 
but the boys say: ‘“‘Chaplain, we must do 
something to empley our time. We are only 
playing in fun, because we have nothing else 
to do!” This will be the entering wedge of 
graver evils. DPay-day will bring its accessory 
of real gambling if this cannot now be cheeked. 
A supply of two hundred good papers weekly, 
and a tew good books for distribution, will 
save numbers of our men from destruction. I 
look for an active and bitter campaign this 
fall. Some of our boys will be killed. It re- 
mains for the Christian Commission, under 
God, to open to them the gate of Paradise. 
What can you do? We get Philadelphia morn- 
ing papers every evening. Why can’t we bave 
religious papers once a week? 


Testaments Worth Twenty Dollars Each. 


I obtained a grant of eight dozen bottles 
blackberry syrup from Mesers. Ellis & Co., of 
Philadelphia. Our men are now pretty free 
from dysenteries, and | enclose you the order, 
and beg you will, if possible, give me in ex- 
change for it some mental medicine. Fifty 
neat copies of the New Testam¢nt would be 
worth twenty dvullars each. In the excite- 
ments and losses of battle, &c., many have 
left their knapsacks and contents, and are 
without the word of life. 


Can’t we get any thing to Read? 


I never felt more encouragement in doing 
duty than now, but I never was so powerless 
in the matter of assistance. Our boys say: 
“Oan’t we get any thing to read?” and I told 
them, “I don’t know, but I'll make a big effort; 
I’ll write to George H. Stuart and see. I don’t 
believe but that we can.” 

I have written. I know your task is great 
and onerous, and your calls loud and many ; 
but a moment’s thought in behalf of these 
noble Jersey Blues of the old 6th corps, will 
eventuate in great good. 

Affectionately your brother in Christ, 
Frank BD Rose, 
Chaplain lith N. J. V. 


IN THE TRENCHES. 


Every day after I went to the front I found 
as much as six smarter men than I could 
accomplish, and although it was a time of 
comparative quict, and hence did not present 
those cases of deep pathetic power which are 
met only in great battles or in isolated 
instances, yet the work grew in interest and 
in its evident importance. I could but ask 
myself every day, if enough had been done in 
the trenches. It seems to me more is needed. 
There are naked men, their shirts having 
been torn off by accident; there are galled 
feet, there are blisters. Thread and buttons 
necded, and all the little comftyrts of camp 
life, which the pestpenes pay-days have not 
permitted the soldiers to buy; and above all a 
thirst for the word of life, which Chaplains 
cannot supply unless they are sleepless and 
omnipresent. I usually distributed my readin 
matter in regiments without Chaplains, with 
the aid of pious soldiers, always choosing 
privates if f could get them, r al helping 
them to an agreeable change of occupation. My 
words were few in giving out these things. I 
found the men more ready to converse half an 
hour afterwards, and I generally returned 
soon on my path and sat down on the bunks 
with them, talked with them just as I should 
be talked with, and was never once bluffed off 
by indirect answers. I was received unkindly 
three or four times, not more than that. These 
tent conversations were close personal appli- 
eations of some truth, con rally of the 
Christain inward life, as I th meat bet- 
ter sucecss in impressing duties from that 
direction. J] wert also wita eordials and 
medicines for incipient cases of diarchera, 
going as often as [ coull to fatigue parties on 
the works; then they would always gather 
round me, and I'd gather ap a few moments to 
aneak of the water of lif, or ery to the thirsty, 
ly. l. showing them in very few words 
how unreasonable to be without religion; as I 
could do with such realy illustrations as 
their eager thirst always gave me; and some- 
times the men would be ordered to sit down, 
and ten or fifteen m.nuates ¢iven me, in which 
iv address them. Many such a party I have 
seen bathed in tears, none trying to conceal 
their feclings. 

I have described the work I tried to do thus 
at length, for it seems to me more delegates 
shoull be all the time doing it. I know there 
is danger in it. I’ve heard the song of too 
many sharpshooters’ bullets not to know it. 
But there is the work, and he is not a true 
Christian Delegate who won't do it, if permit- 
ted. I’ve never seen one finch vet. 

Then there should be more soldiers’ woollen 
shirts, socks, &¢. for distribution. They lose 
them on marches, get therm spoiled by acci- 
dent; are without money, and must wait for 
drawing or pay-lay—al and suffer. I gave 
out of my own pocket, not charging it to the 
Commission, over ten dollars in little sums: 
not over eighty cents at any one time, I be- 
lieve, in cases where there could be no deceit. 
I verily believe nothing would so inspirit the 
dispirited as a few cents in money mw they 
have none. I remember one man from North- 
ern New York, with the doleful face of a man 
in despair, whom had met quite often, and 
always impressed with his sadness, who had 
not been paid fur six months, had sent it 
nearly all home to a needy wife when he re- 
aa | it, and was then without a cent. I 
gave him twenty-five cents, and it had as 
magic an effect as it would on a little boy. 
Ife said he had come to the conclusion nobel 
eared for him or the poor privates, and was 
about to despair of the good of fighting, till 
that mite made an opening through whieh the 
light of friendship and sympathy gleamed. 

I hope I shall be exeused for this length, 
but I want the work in the [front inereased. 

Respectfully, S. Nicwons. 
Princeton, Oct. 24, 1864, 


- 


THE CHURCH'S THANK-OFFERING 
TO THE ARMY. 


This paper will reach the army and be read 
by many a camp tire, and will convey to hun- 
dreds of thousands of our noble suldiera the 
assurance that they are pot forgotten at home 
op Thankegiving Day. 

Brave defenders of our country! Our hearts 
thrill with pride and affeetion as we read the 
record of your heroic marches and determined 


Ciscipline, of your resistless charges and un- 
complaining toils, 


We love our country the 
more that it bas produesd such soldiers, and 


_sball honour our veocrated fag with fresh 


cheers for each glorious victory with which it 
has been adorned by your arms. . When you 
return, a# we pray God you may soon, having 
restored our Unie, and with it liber- 
ty, peace, aud prosperity to our country, eve 

oflice in the git of a grateful people will be 
cheerfully tendered to the men whose patriot- 
ivm has been proved on the battlefield. It is 
fitting you should g¢ vern the nation you have 
bled to save. In te mean time, wherever 
aged men and women and litle children kneel 
by the fireside, whovever Christians meet in 
prayer meetivy. or the ministers of God as- 
semble in synods, or siand up in sanctuaries, 
or beside communion tables, prayers, lieart- 
warm and continual, are poured out for you, 
that the Lord of Hosts may be your shield and 
the Captain of your salvation; that his grace 
may Gl your hearts wich peace which passeth 
all understanding, and deliver you from sin 
and its miseries, enabling you to conquer tan, 
the prince of rebeis, aed at last, when life’s 
warfare is fin’shod, make you conquerors, and 
more than conqueror titoush Him whe lowed 
yoa, No less than pre ent peace and eternal 
clory will satisfy our docres (or you. To com 
vey these blessines the gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, we you our delezates. 
The Christiana ts the Thank 


Continnal etd preesiv spplicat'ous are made 
to the Comuniesion Oo lL. pial ste Just 
the appreweh ef puor 
wounded man, ehills le “aver 
in the hoanital tents. brave fellew. whe 
wie have hurried and M url, 


in pursuitet Price, ior washing. 
Sal one of these, modectiy, to the writer, last 
week, at Winchester: “Sir, could you supply me 
with a shirt?) The ene | am wearing is a Jittle 
rotten.” It was even so. From a comman din 

Ofliver of the noble cavalry who bave done al 
good service to the country, we have-the -iate- 
meut, thata number of his men were in neole 
shirts, but, owing te intermality, fail to 
procure them: and that he knew of ne ne : by 
which they could be supplied for several w eks, 
To meet such emergencies, and prevent the -ieck- 
ness, and perhaps death, of » number of valuabl 

soldiers—every one of then: some mother’s zon, 
and dearer to her than life—is the delicit «f the 
delegates of the @lristian Commission. 
matters of leas value send » thrill of joy am 
life through the soul of a pour : ufcrer. <A bite of 
cheese, a pickle, a piece of bread ond butter, 
awaken remembrances of home and friends, and 
bring down blessiuncs on the sen 

* Look here, loys, “said a wounded lad in Mar- 
tinsburg, hoidine up « elice of bread, on which 
the Rev. Mr. Sweie hed epreed a sneonful of 
honey; “ Lewok here. Wire wouldn't fi for his 
eountry!" One neels to live on hard tach and 
salt pork for a yeer, to know the value of small 
delicacies; and more especially to the sick and 
wounded. 

We would especially ask the Ladies’ Aid Sovie- 
ties and Ladies’ Christian Commissions. fo exert 
themselves to the utmost, before the intense cold 
of winter seta in, in forwarding coverti.ls, quilts, 
dressing-gowns, drawers, shirts, socks. and imit- 
tens—the two Jast in large quantities. Dried and 
green apples, onions, good choese, and boiled 
cider are invaluable as anti-scorbutics; as-is 
every preparation of cabbage and tomatoes. We 
would earnestly beg every farmer to contribute 
liberally of these indispensable vegetables. 


INFORMATION AND INSTRUCTION ABOUT 
STOREKS. 


All good and suitable stores are welcomed, and 
all necessary freight and charges paid on them 
by the Comunission, and are distributed by dele- 
gates of the Christian Commission personally. 


WHAT TO SEND. 


Money, by all menu, if possible. To invest 
money in articles to send is unwise. 

The Commission can purchase exactly what is 
wanted, at the very moment when reeded most, 
and as a Commission «at wholezale, cheaper than 


others. 
CLOTHING, &e, 

Cotton shirts. 

Cotton drawers. 

Canton flanne! shirta and drawers, 

Surgical shirts and drawers (with tape strings 
to tie instead of seams at the sideg ) 

Large cotton drawers (tu wear in-doors as pants.) 

Dressing gowns. 

Slippers (if of cloth or carpet, with stiff soles.) 


FOOD, &c. 
Oat-meal, kles, 
Farina, Jams, 


Corn-starch, 
Dried rusk, 
Jellies, 
Soda biscuit, 
Butter crackers, 
Boston crackers, 
Dried ge are especially valuable. 
In special cases, eves, bread, cakes, 4c, are 
needed, but not generally. They should never be 
sent unless specially called for. 


FOR BEVERAGES. 


Good black tea, Lemons, 
Chocolate. Syrups. 
All preparations of the Blackberry are of double 
yalue. - Boiled cider as an anti-seorbutic. 
STIMULANTS. 
Good brandy, Port- wine, 
Madeira wine. Cordials. 

Domestic wines are excellent in winter, apt to 
spoil in summer. 

READING MATTER, 

Bend no tru$h. Yvoldiers deserve the best. A 
library is a valuable bypienic appliance. For 
the abled-bodied, good publiections are mental 
and spiritual feot, for lively, 
interesting the pictorials, 
works of art, scieree. ane literature, aa well 
those for moral and &)) mtual enlture, sueh as you 
would put into the lands of a Lbeotber recovering. 

STATIONERY IS NUCH Not. paper, envelopes, 


and pencils. 
HOW TO rack. 

Pack in boxes. are not as good. Secure 
well, Boxes should not be so large that two can- 
not conveniently lilt them inw a wagon. Pack 
catables by tieimerlyes. Sever pack perishable 
articles, such as oracyes, lowons, bread, cakes — 
nor jars of jellies enc jams, with other goods. 
Tin cans sho ld be soldered: all other modes fail. 
Stone jars should be eked and firmly bound 
with oiled linen or leatier over the cork, and 
packed closely in suw-dust or hay, in boxes never 
exceeding a dezen and » hall in a box, and nailed 
strongly, to bear rou’: handling. Jellies in tum- 
blers covered with paper, ant wines, cordials, 
&c., in bottles, Wita puyer or otter poor stopper:, 
are liable to spill out. and if packed with othe: 
things, sure to injure them 

HOW To LIARK, 

Mark with paint oc on the board—cards 
rub off—in plain lecters and tigures. On one cor. 
ner, the number of the box according to the 
number sent by you in all, numbering your fir + 
box *1, your second *2, your third *3, amd so on 
from the first sent t» tive lust. Op another corner. 
mark each box a3 from your Society, giving the 
name, and conspicuously «!zo mark as follows: 

“Greoeen IL. Stvart, 
Chairman Christian Commmission, 
11 Bauk Street, Philadelphia,” 
or whatever other namie may be most convenie: t. 

To secure acknowledzments, and to save trou 
ble, also send an invoicevr list by mail, on paper. 
(the common letter sheet s:ze,) written only ev 
one side, specifying each box or barrel by puri 
ber, and giving the contents of euch by itsel’. 
Give your own name and post-vlfice in full, wit 
the uame of your State. lace also another 
or invoice of the same kind ia the box under the 
lid; and if with this lat you place also an enve 
lope addressed to yourrel!, with a postage-stan: 
upon it, you may sometinies—not always—bs\ 
it returned to you through the mail, with the s:, 
nature of the delegate. wud the name of the bosp:- 
tal camp where he distributed it. 

Write plainly. Above ail. wrice your Own nam-~ 
distinctly; and to save cmbarrassment, give yor 
address in full, especially whether Miss or M:.., 
or Rev. 


Onions, in barrels, 
Apples, in barrels, 
Cranberries, 

Good butter, in small jurs. 
Dried fruits. | 


CIRCULATE, 
When you hace reed this Supplement, plec-+ 
lend it to your neighbour; and of several cop 
reach you, circulate them as widely as 


before Taandksyicing. 
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